New Social Movements versus Populist Movements: The Case of the Chilean Student Protest since 2006 by Döring, Alexandra
MLA Bachelor Thesis International Studies 
 
Alexandra Döring 
 
S1216902 
 
Dr. Max Bader 
 
Semester VI 
 
30.04.2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Social Movements versus Populist Movements: The Case of the Chilean Student 
Protest since 2006 
10 523 Words 
 
Key Words: New Social Movements, Resource Movements, Populist Movements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Döring	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  S1216902	   2	  
Table of Content 
 
 Page Number 
Introduction 3 - 4 
Chapter 1 
Populist and New Social Movement Theories 
5 - 11 
Chapter 2 
The Chilean student movement since 2006 
12 - 16 
Chapter 3 
Characterization of recent developments of 
the protest behavior  
17 - 24 
Conclusion 25 - 27 
Bibliography 28 - 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Döring	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  S1216902	   3	  
Introduction 
 
Currently, there are social movements and protests all over the world, like the occupy 
Wall Street movement in the United States, the current student movements in Amsterdam or 
the Penguin Revolution (Student protests for free education) in Chile. The research paper 
aims to further analyze the current student movement in Chile because it is important to 
conceptualize the characteristics of this movement in order to understand what motivates it. 
Therefore, the research question; ‘To what extent can the Chilean Student movement since 
2006 be considered a populist movement, rather than a new social movement?’, will be 
answered. The official reason, for the emergence of the Student protest in Chile since 2006, is 
a rise in public bus fares. The Chilean society has ever since the decline of the Pinochet 
dictatorship been very divided between the political left and the political right (Bammer, 10-
11). While the one hand side of the Chilean people favors Allende’s politics,the other hand 
side favors Pinochet’s politics. However, the Chilean education system is still based on 
Pinochet’s neoliberal privatization policies, which makes education expensive for the people 
(Chovanec, Benitz, 39). Categorizing the student movement into the theoretical framework of 
New Social Movement, as most scholars do, or Populist Movement will help us understand 
the cause for the protest and even the course of the movement. It will assist to analyze the 
movement in a broader picture and even the Chilean society and their involvement in politics. 
The research that this paper is conducting is relevant for a wider academic audience because 
there is just very limited research available about Chilean national politics and about the 
current Chilean student protest in particular. Furthermore, student movements appear to be a 
current issue as the example of Amsterdam shows, where students occupied the Bungehuis 
“because they are rejecting and calling for alternatives to market-orientated managerial 
changes“(Gray, n.p.). Those characteristics of occupancy and the demand for a more 
democratic education system can be found in the Chilean case as well. This means that 
analyzing the Chilean case might also give insight into the Dutch case and therefore help to 
understand this current trend. The research that exists about the Chilean student movement 
and the causes that led to the outbreak of the protest focus on describing it within the 
framework of new social movements. Furthermore, there has also never been a direct 
comparison between the theoretical concepts of populist and new social movements. This 
research could help academia to reformulate existing concepts or even invent new concepts 
that describe current protest activities in Latin America or Western Europe, in which the use 
of new social media as a tool of communication and even as a weapon is essential. Most of 
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the current protests in Latin America still aim to criticize old Neoliberal policies and 
constitutions that the governments possess or use today even though they promised in their 
election campaigns to drop and change the Neoliberal policies and ways of thought from over 
20 years ago. Those policies were mainly introduced by authoritarian dictators, who favored 
the privatization of many sectors, such as the educational sector, and those policies do not fit 
into the public’s perception of democracy anymore. The methodology that will be conducted 
in the research is going to be a single case study of the student protest in Chile since 2006, 
within an explanatory approach on the student protest itself. There will be a comparative 
analysis between the concepts of new social movements and populist movements. The 
theories will be applied to the event by means of categorization of common 
characteristics. The hypothesis or thesis statement that follows the overall perception of the 
Chilean student protest is that the protest itself could be rather considered a populist one than 
a new social movement. In order to accept or reject the hypothesis, this thesis paper is divided 
into three chapters; first, a discussion of the concepts of new social movements and populist 
movements and their specific characteristics, secondly, the existing literature on the Chilean 
student protest, which explains the causes, trends and historical significant background of the 
protest, and thirdly, the application of the concepts of new social movements and populist 
movements onto the Chilean Case.  
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Chapter 1 - New Social Movements and Populist Movements 
 
Chapter 1 will discuss the concepts of new social movements and populist movements. 
In the first part of chapter 1 there will be a clear definition and explanatory approach on the 
theory of new social movements. In the second part of chapter 1, there will be an explanatory 
approach on research and definitions about popular movements. Both parts of chapter 1 are 
going to discuss in great detail the definitions of each concept, which will be analyzed and 
compared with further academic research. At the end of chapter 1, the reader should have a 
clear understanding about new social and populist movements, their definitions and 
characteristics.  
 
New Social Movements 
Defining New Social Movements, also NSM, might be very difficult because the 
range of definitions is very broad and there are two main schools of thought; the European 
one, which conceptualizes the New Social Movement Theory and the one from North 
America, which identifies the Resource Mobilization Theory. Both concepts describe the 
same current issue of collective protesting or occupying actions. Those two theories both deal 
with social movements in the post-industrial world, however “NSM questions reductionist 
Marxism” (Canel, n.p.) and RM “criticizes Durkheim’s view of collective action as anomic 
and irrational behavior” (n.p.). According to Canel, both theories evolved separately. The 
main characteristics of RM theory are that collective action just takes place if the resources to 
mobilize are available, meaning that a SM is not caused by an economic crisis, and that there 
is a change “in the opportunities for collective action” (n.p.). Furthermore, RM does not focus 
on the SM and its reason in particular but it emphasizes “on a set of contextual processes” 
(n.p.) like “resource management decisions, organizational dynamics and political changes” 
(n.p.). Another very important part of the RM theory is the leadership and movement 
organizations, which is simplified by new social media. RM theory also regards the agents 
rather as participating in “collective action mainly as interest group politics played out by 
socially connected groups” (Edelman, 289). Canel addresses the importance to give the 
movement a face in order to picture the grievance, which refers back to the statement that RM 
considers a solid leadership as a very important part in order to cause a social movement. 
However, NSM theory focuses on “social integration” (Canel, n.p.) and the “constitution of 
new identities” (n.p.). The main reason for NSM is still the emphasis “on democratic 
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freedom” (n.p.). This means that the reason for the movement is not a constitutional change 
but permanent interference in political issues in order to make a current system even more 
democratic and fair. Benford and Snow agree to this claim and refer back to Hall’s theory of 
“politics of significance” (Benford et al., 613), which means that people, who participate in 
the marches or protests do not seek for constitutional change but rather for a permanent 
participation in politics. Also, they put great emphasis on the “collective action frame” (614), 
which is a tool for scholars to identify whether people who participate in a movement interact 
out of shared interest, rather than individual concerns. The authors claim that collective action 
can be considered as a very important characteristic of social movements in general but of 
new social movements in particular (614). Characterizing the theory of NSM, Edelman refers 
to Melucci and states three important attributes of NSM: “actor’s recognition of 
commonalities and shared identities, objectives, and understandings; adversarial relations 
with opponents who claim the same goods or values; and actions that exceed the tolerance 
limits of a social system” (Edelman, 288). In the point, in which he refers to the relation of 
different political entities in order to reach a common goal or voice a common opinion, he 
disagrees with Canel’s statement that NSM theory misses the aspect of “social movements as 
political actors that operate side by side” (Canel, n.p.). However, this research paper will put 
great emphasis on political entities uniting for a collective action, which means the rejection 
of this one point made by Canel. Also, Edelman states: “NSM’s emerge out of the crisis of 
modernity” (Edelman, 289), which means that NSM have a very important cultural and 
identity aspect of the participants, who protest because of dissatisfaction or grievance. 
Furthermore, NSM has the important characteristic that the participants represent minority 
groups and fight for the new collective identity, while RM rather focuses on the achievement 
of policy aspects of political interest groups. Another important part of the paper from 
Edelman is the aspect of transnational movements in the globalizing world and networking as 
means of communication, which relates back to the case of the student protests in Chile 
because of the high use of Facebook and Twitter, as means of communication and 
organization. Edelman uses a theoretical and very abstract approach in his research. Taking 
identity and minority groups as the most essential characteristics of NSM, Shakespeare uses a 
case study of protest situations of disabled people in the United States and Great Britain. He 
refers back to the definition of New Social Movements by Scott as “a collective action 
constituted by individuals [… who] have the same interests and […] a common identity” 
(Shakespeare, 257). Furthermore, people who participate in the protests do not necessarily 
belong to any political parties or interest groups. This claim relates to Canel’s argument. 
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Hence, Shakespeare argues that the marches and protests are “rarely spontaneous, often 
carefully planned to influence opinion formers, the media, etc” (258). This is contrary to the 
claim made by Edelman and Canel, who rather characterize Resource Movements as well-
planed but would put greater emphasis on the spontaneity of New Social Movements, to 
which this research paper agrees. Shakespeare also claims that the motivation behind new 
social movements is that they protest out of “value orientation” (259) but not out of economic 
crisis, just like Canel did. At the end he concludes that self-organization and direct action are 
the most important parts of new social movements. Shakespeare used an explanatory 
approach in order to analyze his case study, which will be further valuable in analyzing the 
Chilean case. Hence, within Latin American Studies it is generally discussed that NSM’s are a 
direct cause of the third wave democracies in Latin America. Pearce states that NSM “are 
expressions of class, ethnic and gender-based challenges” (Pearce 58). A lot of Latin 
American countries, such as Chile suffer from these challenges because of the very profound 
division of social classes or gender in everyday life. Many of these new social movements in 
Latin America collapsed before reaching their goals, according to Pearce (58). Furthermore 
she claims that NSM are to break with the traditional form of involvement in politics but 
rather participate actively and continuously (63), with which all authors named above agree as 
well. The author furthermore links the concepts of new social movements and civil society by 
explaining the Brazilian labor movement and therefore creates a typology (77). Hence, she 
uses the new social movement theory in order to explain the democratization movements in 
Latin America and therefore links the concept of civil society to it. However, this is an 
outdated concept and does not apply to today’s NSM theory anymore. She refers back to the 
collective action frame of the movements. The grievance that causes the New Social 
Movements are still mostly caused by old Neoliberal policies that the government sticks to, 
which were introduced in the 1980-90 according to the Washington consensus. Pearce uses an 
explanatory approach of a lot of case studies and therefore analyzes the democratic transition 
in Latin America on the very bottom of the ladder of abstraction. Another important attribute 
of NSMs are the “discursive processes” (Benford et al., 623). Just with an effective 
communication and interaction process between the individuals, the movement activities can 
be efficient. Like Canel, the authors put emphasis on the “strategic processes” (624) but do 
not name the concept of RM theory. Another important characteristic they name is the 
political opportunity, which has been also discussed already by Edelman but Benford et al. 
add the concept of “cultural opportunity” (628), which means different “beliefs, ideologies, 
practices [and] values” (629), which frame the way of action and interpretation of political 
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change. The strength of this article is that they use different case studies and scholars to 
justify their beliefs. It is also essential, in order to define the NSM theory, to approach it 
historically. How did the concept evolve from being a collective action, a social movement 
and finally a new social movement? The research concludes that the newness of new social 
“protest movements in post-industrial societies were no longer the working-class movements, 
[…], but the struggles of students, anti-nuclear groups” (Wieviorka, 5), etc. Edelman and 
Canel agree to the minority group characteristic of the NSM theory to a large extent. 
Furthermore, Wieviorka emphasizes on the aspect of “cultural awareness” (6) of the actors 
and uses a case study of an anti-nuclear movement in France to justify the argument. Also, the 
research distinguishes SM from NSM by stating that SM were more collectivistic as an action 
and NSM are more individual (8). This contrasts the beliefs of Canel and Edelman because 
they see NSM still as a collective action. This research paper will also regard NSMs as being 
a collective action. The most important claim of Wieviorka is that NSMs are “behind us now” 
(8). The justification is that this theory of social movements has taken place between the 
cultural transition of industrial and post-industrial societies, which would mean the third 
democratization wave in Latin America. The example is used that “there has not been any 
student movement for a very long time” (8). However, this example is not very well chosen 
because it is disproven by the event of the student movement in Chile right now and further 
examples of student movements, such as the current one in Amsterdam. This research paper 
will address spontaneity, minority groups and a collective identity as the main characteristics 
of NSMs. 
 
Populist Movement Theories 
Definitions of Populist Movements are to a very large extent flaw and vague. Current 
populist movements are little or not researched because scholars regard this concept as almost 
died out. Those movements are seen in academia as movements of the past. However, Mudde 
argues in her Article that populism occurs in every liberal democracy and therefore arrives at 
her theory of “the populist Zeitgeist” (Mudde, 542). Furthermore, Mudde rejects to define 
populist movements as simply emotional and opportunistic, as many scholars do (542), but 
defines “populism as an ideology that considers society to be ultimately separated into […] 
‘the pure people’ versus the ‘corrupt elite’, and which argues that politics should be an 
expression of the […] general will of the people” (543). Not many scholars have narrowed 
down and researched specifically the populist movement ideology, which makes it a “thin-
centered ideology” (544). Another important aspect that “facilitates populism” (545) is a 
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charismatic leader and the direct communication between the leader and the people. 
Furthermore, the people who participate in a populist movement do not represent the whole 
population but could rather be seen as “an imagined community” (546). Mudde states that in a 
liberal democracy, populist movements are characterized by a discourse in which “populists 
argue that political parties corrupt the link between leaders and supporters” (546). One last 
characteristic of populist movements is that people have to be activated by a strong leader in 
order to protest (548). The Article is very strong in combining arguments with case studies 
and examples and uses an explanatory approach in analyzing populism in liberal democracies. 
Mudde suggests that the main characteristic of populist movements is a charismatic leader 
who expresses popular ideas and beliefs. Furthermore, it is to be argued that in the current 
political landscape populist movements increase again and gain much more support, as 
expected by many scholars. “Populists see themselves as true democrats, voicing popular 
grievances and opinions” (Canovan 2). Mudde agrees to that statement by referring back to 
Dahrendorf, who said: “the ones populism, is the other ones democracy” (Mudde, 543), and 
therefore explaining her concept of the ‘populist Zeitgeist’. Furthermore, Canovan concludes 
that populist movements are a side appearance of democracy itself. The main difference 
between populist and new social movements is “that while both are anti-system, populist 
challenges not only established power holders but also elite values” (Canovan 3). This is a 
very crucial characteristic in analyzing the student protest in Chile because the educational 
system is rooted into old Neoliberal policies and still favors elite interests, which will be 
further discussed in chapter 2. Canovan is the first author who makes an appeal to 
differentiate NSMs from populist movements. However, neither his nor any other work aims 
to identify the main differences between NSMs and populist movements, which gives this 
research paper a very relevant angle of researching these differences within recent political 
issues in Chile. Also, populists aim to address the media and academia, instead of just the 
economic and political power holders (3). Many scholars fail to define populism in a way 
which suits the current political order. Populists are characterized by “simplicity and 
directness [… and] a characteristic mood” (5). However, the following article rejects populist 
theory as a direct cause of democracy to a large extent because Schamis argues: “populism 
disappeared” (Schamis, 32). He justifies his belief by stating that because of the globalization 
and democratization of Latin America, follows the integration of all classes and therefore 
populist movements are disappearing. Furthermore, he states that although there are 
disruptive political forces, such as demonstrations, which can be seen as a constant cycle of 
events, should not be considered populist (32). He states that protests are not solely caused by 
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strong leaders, who voice popular ideas but “the economic cycle typically drives the political 
process” (26). Also, Schamis distinguishes populism strongly from democracy, which is 
rejected by the first two authors of this section. Therefore he uses Chávez as an example for 
being the ‘last’ semi-populist leader: “Along with the vague populist oratory […] come 
clearly undemocratic methods” (31). However, concerning the little evidence he provides by 
different academic sources, this paper might be highly discussable. Furthermore, he makes no 
attempt in analyzing the possibility of any populist movements in the current political 
landscape. This is why this research paper will put greater emphasis on the ideas provided by 
Canovan and Mudde, who argue that populist movements are current events and not a thing of 
the past. Hence, Weyland defines as the main causes for populist movements the “rapid 
advance of urbanization, industrialization, and education” (Weyland 5). Most of the populist 
leaders address policies that extend “social benefits” (5). This can be also seen in current 
populist discourse because voicing opinions about social benefits causes great mass support. 
However, the author limits populism to the years between 1930 and 1960 and the Neoliberal 
period of Latin America. Weyland uses important concepts that characterize populist 
movements in general like “a personalistic leader with unorganized support” (7). Dornbusch 
and Edwards provide another broader picture on the cycle of populist movements in Latin 
America. They agree with the authors named above, that populism itself is a very much-
debated concept in academia, which misses a straightforward definition. There are three main 
characteristics of populist movements most scholars researching populist movements agree 
on, which are: “political mobilization, recurrent rhetoric and symbols to inspire the people” 
(Dornbusch et al., 9).  However, linking the concept of populism to the economic policies and 
specific economic situations of a country is important as well, which supports Weylands 
argument of social benefits, by stating that populism is characterized by “the redistributive 
objective” (9). Hence, stating that the cycle of populist movements is as consistent as the 
cycle of economic crisis is oversimplifying the theory of populist movements and shows how 
broad and vulnerable the definitions about populist movements are. This research paper will 
aim to address leadership, popular opinions and social benefits as the main cause for populist 
movements. 
 
To conclude this section, one can identify major differences between NSM, RM and 
populist movements, although they have some overlapping characteristics. The following 
table summarizes the characteristics analyzed in this chapter and gives an overview about 
each concept, how they are different and similar.  
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Characteristics New Social Movement Resource Mobilization Populist Movement 
Social Movement x x X 
Post-Industrial World x x X 
Questions Reductionist 
Marxism 
x   
Carefully Planned Protest 
Behavior 
 x  
Spontaneous Protest 
Behavior 
x  X 
Reason: Social 
Integration and 
constitution of new 
identities 
x   
Reason: political changes  x  
Reason: resource 
management 
 x  
Reason: organizational 
dynamics 
 x  
Importance of a Leader in 
the movement 
 x X 
Reason: Dissatisfaction 
or grievance 
x  X 
Accomplishment: Interest 
group politics, meaning 
achievement of favorable 
policies 
 x X 
Representation of 
Minority groups, Cultural 
Awareness 
x   
Value oriented and not 
out of an economic crisis 
x x  
Collective Action x x X 
Byproduct of Democracy  x X 
People vs. Corruptive 
Elite (challenging elite 
values) 
  X 
Anti-System x  X 
Criticizing Media and 
Academia instead of just 
Political and Economical 
Issues   
  X 
Recurrent Rhetoric and 
Symbols 
  X 
 
This table will further be used in chapter 3, in order to apply the concepts to the Chilean case. 
Hence, one can state that NSM are the cry of minority groups, expressing spontaneously a 
collective identity for better democratic structures. RM are just caused by efficient 
organization and available resources and populist movements are caused by a charismatic 
leader, who voices popular opinions about social benefits.   
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Chapter 2 – The Chilean student movement since 2006 
 
 This part is going to examine existing literature on the Chilean student movement 
since 2006, in order to get an overview of the case, as well as identifying important aspects 
about the movements and current trends that might be important for further research about 
NSMs and popular movements.  
 
Academic Literature on the Chilean Student Protest 
Currently, not much and profound research exists about the Chilean student movement 
because first of all, it is a very recent topic, secondly, researching a case for which the final 
outcome is clear is easier than one that is very much discussed between scholars. However, 
this research paper aims to identify the trends and characteristics of the movement but not 
specifically the predicted outcome in very great detail. Unterberger relates the Student 
Protests in Chile to the concept of ‘Juristokratie’, which means that the transition of power, 
from representative political institutions to judicative and neoliberal policies, which represent 
the elite interests, has taken place (Unterberger 250). He explains this claim by referring back 
to the dictatorship of Pinochet and the introduction of the “Ley Orgánica Constitutional de 
Enseñanza” in 1990 (251), which privatized education and linked this policy into the 
constitution and therefore made it immune to any changes. This law is still in the constitution 
in Chile, which represents elite interests and leads to unfair distribution of the chance to 
higher education and therefore carrier possibilities (251). Unterberger relates the Student 
protests to the concept of New Social Movements because people criticize old neoliberal 
policies and elite interests and therefore organize themselves in order to represent the interests 
of the public and to make the government change the educational policies. However, these 
characteristics described by Unterberger do not sound like NSMs at the first glance but will 
be further analyzed in Chapter 3 of this research paper. He also addresses in an explanatory 
approach that one important characteristic of new social movements is not the cry for 
institutional change but rather a permanent interference in politics (253). Unterberger supports 
this claim by the fact that the movement started out as a protest against the rise of bus rates 
and now it is a demand for free education and the abandonment of the Lay Orgánica 
Constitutional de Enseñanza, also called LOCE (254). However, one gap of his article might 
be that Unterberger simply uses the concept of New Social Media but does not put enough 
emphasis on the role of Camila Vallejo as a leader and the face of the movement. She is the 
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founder of the new political party Izquierda Ciudadana de Chile (258). Furthermore, she is in 
parliament since 2013 with her party and participates actively in political changes now. There 
can be identified a course of political dissatisfaction in Chile since 1990. Posner uses an 
explanatory approach to state that there have been protest movements ever since the 
democratization of Chile after the Pinochet dictatorship, to make the democracy more 
democratic according to the will of the people (Posner, 61). He argues that because of the 
democratic transition, which took place after a plebiscite and put Pinochet in a life-long 
position in the government, people did not trust representative democratic political sectors. 
This is why “the popular sectors have become more politically apathetic and less electorally 
supportive” (61). Furthermore, because the political parties after the democratization in 1990 
do not represent any effective opposition to the political elite, people lost trust in believing 
that Chile is a ‘real’ democracy and therefore “local level dissatisfaction is widespread” (73). 
This theory is related to Unterberger’s Juristokratie and therefore emphasis on the ruling elite 
problem. This means there can be identified political dissatisfaction already prior to the 
student protest since 2006. Addressing the historical trends of protest behavior after the 
democratization in 1990 is essential in order to understand the current student protest in Chile 
because “few researches have begun systematically to re-examine old problems that were 
often seen as contributing to the emergence of these authoritarian regimes” (Oxhorn, 738). 
This is also true for the Chilean student protest because most of the research just starts with 
current trends. However, Chile’s democracy was never built on true democratic believes and 
introduced by the dictator Pinochet who put his fellow colleges into parliament, which sparks 
distrust and grievance in the society from the beginning of the Chilean democracy onwards. 
Oxhorn explains, most movements that exist in the Chilean history prior to Pinochet are also 
popular ones in order to win votes, led by workers unions and the left wing parties, such as 
the PPD. The Article argues that “this new electorialism emphasis periodic mobilizations to 
encourage voting” (748). This does not just explain the dissatisfaction of the society with the 
Chilean democracy in general and the government in particular, but also relates to the course 
of history and the trends by stating that these popular movements emerge regularly. This 
could be related later to the case of Camila Vallejo, who created a party after being seen as 
the face of the protest. She is in the Chilean parliament now and promises free education. 
Bammer addresses in her Article the current education system in Chile as being a devise of 
power, which enables the elite to separate themselves from the masses and therefore labeling 
the education system, especially higher education, as one of the main causes for social 
inequality (Bammer 23). She arrives at this conclusion by using Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of 
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power construction. Furthermore, she uses an historical and chronological approach in order 
to describe the education system in Chile since 1810. In today’s education system she puts 
great emphasis on the Lay Orgánica Constitutional de Enseñanza and the historical causes for 
the protests. Furthermore, she address all the dictators and presidents from Allende to 
Bachelet but does not address the strong division in the Chilean Society between the political 
left and the political right and what this means for the protests. Bammer, just like Unterberger, 
labels the protest as new social movements without any justification. The Chilean Student 
Protest is also called the Penguin Revolution because the protests started out with High-
School students protesting in their school uniforms about a rise in bus fares. Suddenly, the 
movement grew to the whole Chilean society participating and asking for a totally free 
education system that is financed by a specific tax. Chovanec et al. also categorize the 
movement into the concept of new social movements, without further classification or 
definition. However, they conclude just like Unterberger, that the main reason of the protest is 
the neoliberal education system, which many Chileans consider as being outdated, and which 
is still in the constitution. They also agree with Unterberger by stating that the new social 
movement wave in Latin America, especially in Chile, is characterized by “continuity” 
(Chovanec, et al, 50) and they “emerge spontaneously and largely unconnected” (50). 
However, the student protest might have started out very unconnected and spontaneously but 
has grown in a very organized and coherent movement, which is supported by Guzman-
Concha (Guzman-Concha, 5). Hence, Chovanec et al. argue that the main reason for the 
people to protest can be explained by the “collective” (Chovanec et al, 49) action concept 
because people started to participate in the movement because of sympathy and later because 
of a strong and charismatic leader; Camila Vallejo, who voiced popular opinions and 
demanded social benefits. Guzman-Concha analyzes whether the Chilean Student protest 
could be classified as an occupy movement or a social movement. At the end he arrives at the 
conclusion that the Chilean Student movement is rather a social movement than an occupy 
one. However, he is one of the only scholars who questions the conceptualization of the 
protest and analyzes the trends and characteristics of the Chilean student movement more 
specifically than most of the other scholars. He therefore compares the protest in Santiago de 
Chile to the Occupy Wall Street Movement in New York. He approaches his research by 
means of an explanatory analysis but also actively compares two case studies. Like all the 
other authors in this section, he uses historical evidence in order to identify the causes for the 
outbreak of the protest and the differences between social movements and occupy 
movements. Guzman-Concha uses an identity and culture aspect in order to explain the course 
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of the protest, just like Chovanec at al. Hence, his comparisons might be too broad because he 
arrives from comparing the Occupy Wall Street movement to the Penguin Revolution, up 
until the Arab Spring: “while Occupy and indignados adopted the form seen in the Arab 
Spring (prolonged occupation of central squares), Chilean students relied very much on rallies 
and demonstrations” (Guzman-Concha, 4). He further states that occupy movements and 
social movements share some very important characteristics, such as “massive demonstrations 
in central public spaces, goals (democratization, egalitarianism) and actors (young, 
unaffiliated to traditional organizations)” (4). All of these characteristics can be identified in 
the Chilean case, however, the main difference to an occupy movement is that the grievance 
did not arise spontaneously but evolved over years, which made organization and the 
connection of the students easier than for the Occupy Wall Street Movement. Guzman-Concha 
states that the current student movement “benefited from experiences and organizational 
network students created for many years. History provided identity and demands […]” (7). 
This refers back to the protest cycle that Chile is facing since the 1990s. The University of 
Chilean Student Federation, also FECH, has already had a strong position in the Chilean 
society and for the Chilean students prior to the current student movement. This means that 
they have created a collective identity and demand already, contrary to the participants of the 
Occupy Wall Street demonstrations, who participated as individuals because of a spontaneous 
grievance. Another very important aspect in recent demonstrations and the Chilean student 
movement in particular is the use of social media. This makes the matter very complex and 
helps the participants to organize more efficiently than ever before and to have a larger reach, 
also internationally, to convey their message. The paper by Valenzuela et al. observes the 
social media as a very important way for communication in the protests but also as part of the 
reasons that animates the people to protest. They address the participation of people in the 
movement by a statistical analysis of youth participation in politics as being contrary to the 
Chilean student movement. “Between 1988 and 2009, turnout in the 18-29 age group 
decreased from 35% to less than 9%” (Valenzuela et al., 3). These figures show the electoral 
participation from Chilean individual between the ages of 18 and 29. However, using the 
concept of cyber optimism, the authors of this article conclude “a positive relationship 
between Facebook use and protest behavior” (5). Facebook use, as well as protest behavior, 
were measured quantitatively by the calculation of a protest index. Political and economical 
dissatisfaction was measured by using a survey-method. The authors also put emphasis on the 
concept of collective identity because media use reinforces the “membership in a civic group” 
(8), as also identified by Chavanec at al. and Guzman-Concha. However, Valenzuela et al., do 
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not group the movement itself into a concept and miss a great part on historical evidence in 
order to explain the political reason for the outbreak of the protest. 
 
To conclude this section, most scholars named in this section categorize the Chilean 
Student Movement into the concept of New Social Movements, without any reference to the 
characteristics or the attributes of this theory. Most authors, however, agree that one of the 
main trends of the protest is the demonstration behavior that expresses public grievance about 
old Neo-liberal policies, especially the LOCE, which still represents and favors elite interests 
in Chile. Furthermore, the protest displays a collective action and asks for social benefits. 
Camila Vallejo is also identified as being a very important actor in the movement because she 
directly addresses people with her popular discourse. The use of new social media is also 
essential because this makes organization very effective. However, the authors also put great 
emphasis on the historical protest behavior of the Chilean society and identify a constant 
historical trend, which is caused by a strong division of the political left and the political right 
of the Chilean society and recurrent popular discourse that assists an elective purposes.  
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Chapter 3 - Characterization of recent developments of the protest behavior 
 
 This chapter consists of two sections. The first part is going to analyze current trends 
in the Chilean student movement based on Chilean and International media articles because 
all the academic literature discussed above misses current trends and changes because of 
recent developments in the movement. This part is very relevant for the analysis of this 
research paper because there will be also a discussion about the content of the speeches that 
Camila Vallejo gave before and after she entered the parliament. Secondly, there is going to 
be an in depth comparison of the 21 characteristics from the table in Chapter 1, within the 
Chilean case, in order to answer the research question whether the movement can be 
considered a New Social or a populist movement.  
 
Recent Developments in the Chilean Case 
 All the articles from the scholars above miss important information, which has just 
been published or decided recently because most of the academic articles are from 2011-2013. 
First of all, the discourse of the Chilean president has changed tremendously. In April 2011, 
the protest has reached its peak because “over 20,000 gathered outside parliament […] under 
the slogan ‘there is no future without quality public education’” (Guzman-Concha, 3). The 
intention of this sit-in and protest behavior was to force the president, Sebastián Piñera, to 
address the demands that the people are voicing since 2006 for free education. However, the 
situation escalated rapidly because “as the president’s speech ignored their demands, the 
students declared their intention to intensify their campaign of protest” (3). This moment 
changed the whole political discourse landscape because for the 2014 national elections for 
presidency, Michelle Bachilet, who has been president from 2006-10 already but failed to 
meet the educational demands of the people, started her campaign with a promise for free 
education and the abandonment of the LOCE. This populist discourse helped Bachilet to be 
re-elected. In an article from the Chilean newspaper Semana, which appeared on the 
30/03/2015, she states: “Queremos que la educación superior deje de ser un bien de consumo 
y sea un derecho social” (Semana, n.p.). This quote means that Bachilet is promising that she 
does not want anymore that higher education is something one can buy but it should be seen 
as a social right to everyone. This shows that Bachilet has learned from the lessons during her 
or Piñera’s presidency. She is addressing and picking up current popular discourse and 
promises the people free higher education, starting 2016. However, because the society is 
strongly divided between political right, who favor the privatization and market competition 
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of the education and the political left, who favor the nationalization of education, there have 
been voiced rejections of the free education reform: “la gratuidad es regresiva y que podría 
afectar la calidad al limitar el arancel que las instituciones desean cobrar” (n.p.). This quote 
has been published in the newspaper Semana and was sent in by a group of people working in 
higher education, who represent the elite interests. It means that free education can be 
considered regressive and that the implementation of the policy could affect the quality of 
education because they limit the tuition fee that institutions are allowed to charge. However, 
the dissatisfaction about the progress of the educational reform also arises from the FECH, 
who state: “This is not the reform we mobilized for” (Achtenberg, n.p.). The FECH feels that 
their demands for equal chances in education and therefore the decrease of the “most unequal 
income distribution among OECD member states” (n.p.) are not met with the policies 
implemented by Bachilet after her election in 2014 because the system will decrease the 
quality of public education. There are no budgets discussed by Bachilet for better teachers 
training, school materials or salaries, which would emphasise higher motivation amongst the 
teachers. Hence, “the FECH and Gabriel Boric argue that the reforms passed and 
contemplated to date do not break with the logic of the neoliberal education system, and may 
even serve to reinforce it. […] The reforms will continue the competition for enrollment and 
resources between public and private schools” (n.p.) and might even create new competition 
for profit gaining. Furthermore, the protests did not stop in Chile since the presidency of 
Bachilet in 2014 because public trust decreased by a very large extent: “Auch die Präsidentin 
musste an Unterstützung einbüßen. Zum ersten Mal seit Amtsantritt sprechen sich über 
fünfzig Prozent der Befragten gegen ihr Mandat aus. Das Versprechen, die kostenfreie 
Hochschulbildung bis 2016 zu verwirklichen, hatte Bachelet bereits im August diesen Jahres 
abgegeben“ (Keller, n.p.). This quote published in the online newspaper Amerika21 indicates 
that over 50 % of the participants in a survey do not support the new policies of Bachilet 
anymore. Also, this quote states that even though Bachilet promised free public education for 
everybody by 2016, she already denounced this target in August after her election, which also 
causes public dissatisfaction. Furthermore, the discourse of Camila Valejos, former 
spokesman of the FECH and leader of the protest movement, has changed tremendously after 
her entry into parliament. While she has held a very emotional and mobilizing speech at the 
Global Student Summit in 2012, in which she spread an atmosphere of change and tension, 
she has tremendously liberalized her ideas about the government is making during current 
interviews. At the Summit she stated: “I mention all of this […] because [...], in 2011 Chilean 
students lived through a process of historical synthesis, where we managed to not only raise 
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economically sound ideas [... ,] we managed to understand the bias of our education, its 
profoundly ideological bias towards the deepening of social inequality“ (Vallejo, n.p.). This 
example shows how emotional she was at this point, being the face of the protest, and how 
mobilizing she has been, because she speaks about a historical moment, which already 
indicates some similarities with almost revolutionary ideas. This has profoundly changed 
because since she has entered with her party the Chilean Parliament in 2013. It is said that 
“[she] has taken a more pragmatic stance, endorsing Bachelet’s gradualist program as the 
most practical way to eliminate profits in education without a massive expenditure of state 
resources” (Achterberg, n.p.). This example does not only show her perceived position about 
the educational reform now but her populist discourse in order to enter in the parliament 
during her time as the leader of the student protest. Today, she does not participate in the 
demonstrations anymore but she “will chair the education commission in the Chamber of 
Deputies this year” (n.p.), which means that she used her popularity in order to get support. 
Once acquired the support, she takes a more liberal position towards the current government. 
The following example from an interview with Camila Vallejo also shows that she is ready to 
defend the current policies introduced by Bachilet: “Se ha instalado un discurso injusto, 
porque hay buenos y malos profesionales en todos los ámbitos“ (Beyer, n.p.). This quote is 
the response from Vallejo to the question from the journalist Beyer, who asks if she does not 
think that the current reform will decrease the quality of the education, especially of the 
teachers, which is internationally already considered to be low (n.p.). Her response is very 
protective because she answers to that question by stating that this is a very unfair discussion 
because there are good and bad teachers in all regions. Vallejo used the protest to enter the 
Chilean parliament, however, she also incorporates her ideas about social benefits into the 
recent educational reform. If the protest stops if the educational system has been fully 
reformed remains to be seen, however, participants in the movement have already decreased 
in number.  
 
Application of the Characteristics to the Chilean Case 
 This section will identify all 21 characteristics mentioned in chapter 1 and finally 
answer the research question. The first characteristic is whether or not the Chilean Student 
movement can be identified as a social movement. The Chilean student movement can be 
considered a collective action because people who participate share a common goal but not 
necessarily one common identity, which is supported by the fact that “over 20,000 gathered 
outside parliament […] under the slogan ‘there is no future without quality public education’” 
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(Guzman-Concha, 3), which means people share the common desire to abandon the LOCE.  
The protest is a social movement because of a social factor and goal, which also can be 
applied to NSM, RM and populist movements. The Chilean student movement can be timely 
framed into the Post-Industrial World because it is a recent movement in Chile, and according 
to the World Bank; Chile is one of the most stable and “fastest growing economies in Latin 
America in the last decade“ (The World Bank, n.p.). The movement can be considered to 
question Reductionist Marxism because this theory “assigned the working class a privileged 
place in the unfolding of history” (Canel, n.p.). In the Chilean student movement, worker’s 
unions participate as well, but not as the main actors. Unterberger describes the student 
protest in Chile as a fight against ‘Juristokratie’, which are policies that still favor and 
represent elite interests (Unterberger 250). That means the main group of protesters are 
students, although they have won over time much sympathy from other interest groups. 
Teacher, parents and people from every class of the society participate into the protest, which 
means that the movement can be considered questioning Reductionist Marxism because the 
workers do not have the most important role in this protest. It is to be argued that the student 
protest in Chile enjoys very careful planning strategies, not only because of the use of new 
social media, like Facebook or Twitter, in order to mobilize people but also because the 
FECH organizes all the demonstrations to a very large extent. There can be identified “a 
positive relationship between Facebook use and protest behavior” (Valenzuela et al., 5). New 
social media makes it easier for the FECH to spread their message and plan carefully all kind 
of protesting actions. They publish the route of the demonstration, set a main speech act, such 
as Camila Vallejo has held for the FECH and keep people up to date by frequently posting on 
Twitter. This argument is supported by Chauveau et all. in their study on the frequency of the 
Twitter posts of the organizers in Santiago de Chile during a protest: “Twitter is an excellent 
source to track the dynamics of both organization, diffusion and evolution of the student 
movement as described by the leaders and verified in our digital data set” (Chauveau et all., 
11). This claim might also reject the next characteristic; being spontaneous protest behavior. 
Even though the Chilean student protest started out as a spontaneous High-School protest, 
which is also claimed by Chovanec, et al., who state that the protests “emerge spontaneously 
and largely unconnected” (Chovanec et al., 50), it has grown into a very big movement, which 
is very well organized and planned from the FECH and the different faculties of the different 
Universities. This indicates that the characteristic has changed over time and therefore might 
have stared out as a new social movement, which are characterized by spontaneity but it has 
grown into a populist movement, being characterized by organization. The next characteristic 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Döring	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  S1216902	   21	  
is that the reason for the protest is social integration and the constitution of new identity. In 
the Chilean case the people demonstrate because the education system reinforces the “social 
inequality“ (Vallejo, n.p.), however, it is not a minority group demonstrating and neither is 
the aim of the protest to create a new collective identity. A lot of individuals participate into 
the protest in order to reach a common goal, which aims to award everybody with social 
benefits and the abandonment of the “Lay Orgánica Constitutional de Enseñanza” 
(Unterberger, 254). Oxhorn takes it a step further and argues that these kind of protests under 
popular protest leader continuously occur in Chile because “this new electorialism emphasis 
periodic mobilizations to encourage voting” (Oxhorn, 748). Not just Camila Vallejo uses the 
populist rhetoric in order to be elected into parliament but also president Bachilet states for 
her re-election campaign: “Queremos que la educación superior deje de ser un bien de 
consumo y sea un derecho social” (Semana, n.p.). The quote basically means that Bachilet is 
promising equal chances to everybody and free education as a social benefit. This indicates 
that the characteristic of social integration does not apply to the protest but rather the reason 
for the protest can be considered the demand for social benefits. This again indicates once 
more that the Chilean protest seems more like a populist movement than a new social one. 
Political change does not apply to the Chilean case either as a reason for the outbreak of the 
protest because the democratization of Chile has already happened in 1990 and there have not 
been any constitutional changes in the educational policies after that, which is proven by 
Pinochet’s privatization of the education sector, according to the LOCE, which is still in the 
Chilean constitution by today (Unterberger, 251). Also, resource management cannot be seen 
as being one of the driving forces of the Chilean student protest because they could have 
mobilized already prior to 2006 because people had the resources available but decided to do 
so in 2006 “as the president’s speech ignored their demands, the students declared their 
intention to intensify their campaign of protest” (Guzman-Concha, 3). The organizational 
dynamics has been explained and accepted in the Chilean case already in this part but the 
importance of a charismatic leader has not been addressed yet in great detail. It is the most 
important variable in the Chilean student protest. Camila Vallejo is the central figure in the 
Chilean movement and gave the protest a face. Her role developed over time. At the 
beginning of the protest the movement could be considered a pure collective action and 
therefore a new social movement but her importance over time increased, which makes it a 
populist movement. She even has been elected into the parliament, using populist rhetoric at 
the Student Summit: “we managed to understand the bias of our education, its profoundly 
ideological bias towards the deepening of social inequality“ (Vallejo, n.p.).  Her campaign  
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 pictures show her dressed in red as a symbol of her relation to the socialist political tradition. 
The recurrent rhetoric that she uses: “Construyamos juntos” (Diputada Por Nuestra Comuna, 
n.p.) means we build it together and refers to her position and recognition of the people’s 
demands. She has been a student herself and she has a very charismatic way of appealing 
directly to the people. The Chilean Student movement is to a very large extent caused by 
political grievance because the current education system in Chile enhances inequality: “As a 
result, each student buys the education that he or she can afford, and 44% of students—
largely from poor neighborhoods and villages—do not complete high school“ (Achtenberg, 
n.p.). This shows that there is no opportunity for equal chances in Chile and the gap between 
rich and poor grows further if there is no provision of equal opportunities. The protest can be 
considered value oriented because people demand a social benefit by means of free education. 
Furthermore, one clear characteristic of the Chilean student movement is the interest group 
politics, which means that certain political groups, such as Vallejo’s party, Izquierda 
Ciudadana de Chile, and Bachelet’s party, Nueva Mayoría, co-operate in order to reform the 
current education system and offer free education to the Chilean people, which is proven by 
the fact that Vallejo “has taken a more pragmatic stance, endorsing Bachelet’s gradualist 
program as the most practical way” (Achterberg, n.p.). Populist movements express the 
“general will of the people” (Mudde, 543) and can be therefore considered as a by-product of 
democracy, which is also true for the Chilean case. Also, the movement is very anti-system 
because it criticizes the old implementation of elite values, which is proven by Unterberger’s 
concept of Jurustokratie, especially in the market-driven education system, which favors the 
rich and discriminates the poor (Unterberger, 251). The movement does not purely criticize 
politics or economical trends but criticizes the bias of the educational system and people 
expresses their grievance, as “local level dissatisfaction is widespread” (Posner, 73). The 
following table summarizes all the characteristics of the Chilean case and gives a better 
overview about the similarities with the RM, NSM and populist movement theories.  
 
Characteristics New Social 
Movement 
Resource 
Mobilization 
Populist Movement Chilean Case 
Social Movement x x x X 
Post-Industrial World x x x X 
Questions 
Reductionist Marxism 
x   X 
Carefully Planned 
Protest Behavior 
 x  X 
Spontaneous Protest x  x  
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Behavior 
Reason: Social 
Integration and 
constitution of new 
identities 
x    
Reason: political 
changes 
 x   
Reason: resource 
management 
 x   
Reason: organizational 
dynamics 
 x  X 
Importance of a 
Leader in the 
movement 
 x x X 
Reason: 
Dissatisfaction or 
grievance 
x  x X 
Accomplishment: 
Interest group politics, 
meaning achievement 
of favorable policies 
 x x X 
Representation of 
Minority groups, 
Cultural Awareness 
x    
Value oriented and not 
out of an economic 
crisis 
x x  X 
Collective Action x x x X 
Byproduct of 
Democracy 
 x x X 
People vs. Corruptive 
Elite (challenging elite 
values) 
  x X 
Anti-System x  x X 
Criticizing Media and 
Academia instead of 
just Political and 
Economical Issues   
  x X 
Recurrent Rhetoric 
and Symbols 
  x X 
 
 To conclude this section, there is very valuable information about current changes or 
events of the Chilean Student protest available in the media. However, the scholars analyzed 
in Chapter 2 miss most of the information because they consist of very recent changes. Not 
just Camila Vallejo, but also President Michelle Bachelet have changed their discourse in 
order to respond to popular rhetoric and the demand of the people to establish free education 
in Chile. However, opposition and even the FECH are skeptical about the success of the 
education reform, which leads to the continuation of protest behavior in Chile. Hence, the 
number of participants in the protest has declined after the election of Bachelet. Analyzing the 
table of characteristics, the movement has 15 matching points with the populist movement 
theory, 11 with the RM theory and 9 with the NSM theory. However, some characteristics are 
more important than others, like the organization or the charismatic leader. Those variables 
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evolved over time, which means that the movement might have started out as a new social 
movement but is a populist one by now. This makes the Chilean student movement rather a 
populist movement than a New Social Movement, although the movement shares some 
important characteristics with the Resource Mobilization theory. The most important 
characteristics that identify the Chilean Student movement today are the charismatic 
leadership of Camila Vallejo, recurrent and popular rhetoric also from Bachelet, anti-system 
demonstration against elite values and a very clear organization through the use of new social 
media.  
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Conclusion 
Concluding this research paper one could say that the hypothesis, or thesis statement, 
is accepted because it has been proven that the Chilean student movement could rather be 
considered a populist movement than a New Social Movement, as indicated by the fact that 
the Chilean case has 15 matching characteristics with the theory of populist movements. In 
chapter 1, this article discussed the literature on New Social Movements and populist 
movement theories. Some characteristics are more important than others, like the organization 
or the charismatic leader. Those variables evolved over time, which means that the movement 
might have started out as a new social movement but is a populist one by now. The main 
findings of chapter 1 are that there are two different kinds of Social Movements; New Social 
Movements, which evolved within the European school of thought, and Resource 
Mobilization, which evolved within the North American School of thought. The most 
important characteristics of these movements are that they both can be considered a collective 
action, however, NSMs are especially characterized by minority groups expressing demands 
for social integration, the constitution of a new group identity and a spontaneous protest 
behavior. RMs are characterized by being very well planned, favorable changes in the 
economic or political landscape and resources are available to mobilize. Hence, there is a 
minor role ascribed to the movement having a strong leader. Populist movements can be 
considered in today’s democratic landscape as a collective social movement as well. 
However, they differ from NSMs and RMs tremendously because these movements aim to 
challenge old elite interests and values, express popular discourse and aim to extend social 
benefits. Having a charismatic leader is another very important part of populist movements. 
Chapter 2 analyzed the current academic literature available of the Chilean student protest. 
Most scholars put great emphasis on the very profound division between political left, those 
who favor nationalization of the market and political right, those who favor privatization of 
the market, in the Chilean society. The articles also discuss the historical trends, especially the 
introduction of the LOCE by Pinochet in 1990 as his last implementation of Neoliberal 
policies, as the main cause for the outbreak of the protest. The people want to change elite 
values and criticize the education system that directly leads to higher inequality and chances 
that are considered to be not fair. Also, the scholars discuss the current global protest waves, 
like the Occupy Wall Street movement and the desire to actively participate continuously in 
politics and make the democracy more democratic, as one of the main trends in the Chilean 
student movement. The use of new social media is also very important for the protesters 
because this makes the movement very organized. In chapter 3, this research paper discussed 
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Döring	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  S1216902	   26	  
current trends, published by the media, in the Chilean case. Bachelet used popular discourse 
for her re-election campaign in 2014 and promised free education by 2016. Camila Vallejo 
has proven to be a very strong and charismatic leader in the protest, but as soon she has been 
elected into the parliament, she used a more liberal discourse, still promising a change in the 
education system. However, there is still grievance about Bachelet’s reformation of the 
Chilean education system because the opposition states that it will decrease the quality of 
education and the FECH states that the reform does not go far enough and that there is a 
creation of University loan-competition. However, the number of protesters has decreased. 
Hence, protests in Chile did not stop with the election of Bachelet. Considering these current 
trends and the literature on the Chilean student movement, this research paper has identified 
more characteristics in favor of being a populist movement than a NSM or a RM. The 
discourse challenges elite values, they have a strong leader, who voices popular demands 
about social benefits and critics about the Chilean system of inequality creation. However, the 
movement has also some important characteristics from NSMs, like being caused by 
grievance, or RMs, like being very well organized by the use of Facebook or Twitter. This 
shows how flaw and broad the concepts are defined. Populist movements are still 
characterized as being spontaneous and not well planned, but this research paper disagrees 
with the scholarly accepted opinion, as proven by the Chilean case. Also the main findings 
prove that populist movements are not dead in Latin America and especially not globally 
because they can be considered a by-product of democracy, as also accepted by the Chilean 
case. Even though the Chilean student movement started as a new social movement; very 
collectivistic and spontaneous, it evolved into a populist movement, which has a strong 
Vallejo as a strong leader and well organized protest behavior by the FECH. Populist 
movements are not a concept of the past but show a current revival in the political landscape. 
This shows that most academic work on the Chilean student movement seems outdated and 
there is a need for further research in the future on this subject. This research has been very 
relevant for academia because it criticizes the use of concept without defining it or analyzing 
the characteristics of these concepts. This research has disproven the popular opinion in 
academia that the Chilean student movement is a NSM and considers the protests to be a 
populist movement. This might be relevant for the student movement in Amsterdam as well 
because maybe this could help to predict the future trends and outcomes of the protest. Future 
objectives could be to analyze more cases and to identify the revival of populist movements 
globally. Furthermore, it is essential to redefine populist movements within recent issues and 
concepts in order to have a more precise distinction about NSM and RM theory and to narrow 
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down the existing definitions of populist movements. This could help to characterize future 
movements and the prediction of their trends.  
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